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Events and
activities

The year started with a graduation! ACTO DE GRADUACION
Y ENTREGA DE TITULOS

On January 9, the graduation ceremony for the 2nd Edition

of the Mdaster en Big Data, Inteligencia Artificial e Ingenieria Il Edicién del
de Datos de la UMA was held at the Ada Byron Building. Master en Big Data,
Inteligencia
] Artificial e Ingenieria
Congratulations to everyone! dé Datos de la UMA

Javier Camaraq, Francisco Luna,
Ismael Navas y Ménica Pinto fwere
appointed full professors.

Each of them has demonstrated,
throughout their careers, an
extraordinary commitment to teaching
and research.

We feel fortunate to have professionals
of their caliber at the Institute and to
be able to learn from them every day.

Francisco Chicano attended the AAAI Conference on
Artificial Intelligence 2026.

As part of the conference, the 2nd International
Workshop on Quantum Computing and Artificial
Intelligence took place, which he co-organized
together with Shaukat Ali and Alberto Moraglio. The
workshop focused on exploring the synergies between
quantum computing and artificial intelligence.

ITIS UMA



The KOSMOS project begins.

On January 19 and 20, the kick-off meeting of
the KOSMOS project took place, with the
participation of all partners.

During the meeting, the project was presented
and theoretical and practical sessions on data
spaces were held, providing a solid foundation
for collaborative work.

In addition, networking sessions and working
groups were organized, where synergies were
explored and the first challenges and tasks to
be addressed within the project were defined.

From ITIS UMA, we want to congratulate Javier Camara on receiving the
runner-up award in the first edition of the UNIA Awards for Excellence in
Publications, granted by the Universidad Internacional de Andalucia

The recognition corresponds to an article developed jointly with Antonio
Vallecillo, Lola Burguefo and Javier Troya.

These awards honor scientific works of special significance published
between 2022 and 2024 and highlight the quality and impact of

resedrch conducted at Andalusian universities and research centers.
Congratulations to the entire team for this well-deserved recognition!

Javier Troya and Lola Burgueio received a visit from
researcher Shalini Chakraborty, from the Universidad
de Bayreuth (Germany), to continue their joint line of

research.

During the meeting, progress was made in knowledge
exchange, defining next steps, and strengthening this
international collaboration.

ITIS UMA



Carlos Cotta participated in the 2nd
edition of the Handbook of Heuristics
(springer Nature), held in Seville last

Thursday, January 22.

The event brought together the editors
and a selection of authors, highlighting
the most recent and relevant
contributions in the field of heuristics.

It was an excellent opportunity to share
knowledge, network, and showcase
research in this area.

ERCIM News 143 is now available!

Several researchers from ITIS UMA have contributed to this new issue:
"Context-Guided Evolutionary Algorithms for Consensus Inference of Gene

Regulatory Networks,” by AdriGn Segura, José Manuel Garcia Nieto, and

Ismael Navas.

"Learning Wind-Turbine Wakes with Generative Adversarial Networks,” by
Jamal Toutouh, Sergio Nesmachnow, Martin Draper, and Maximiliano Bove.

"First Workshop of the ERCIM Working Group on Quantum Technologies,”
organized by Carlo Mastroianni and Francisco Chicano.

Click here to read all the articles and learn more.

Jamal Toutouh participated as a speaker in the General-Purpose Al
Systems Winter School, a winter school aimed at PhD students and early-
career researchers interested in the fundamentals, applications, and
challenges of General-Purpose Artificial Intelligence Systems (GPAIS).

ITIS UMA


https://ercim-news.ercim.eu/images/stories/EN143/EN143-web.pdf

On February 2, we welcomed researchers
and students to our Ada Byron facilities
for the pre-trial of the 6G-VERSUS project.

The session, attended by around 20
people, offered an initial overview of the
experimental environment that will
support upcoming trials, generating great
interest among researchers working on
use cases related to water and
agriculture.

Summary video

The “Como td” project from the Universidad de Mdalaga has been
recognized at the VI Congreso Andaluz de Coeducacion.

This initiative works to promote equality and inspire scientific and
technological vocations among girls and young women, bringing female
role models from the STEM field closer and helping to break stereotypes
fromm an early age. Since 2019, the project has reached thousands of
students in schools across Andalusia.

We are proud to be part of “Como td” through the participation of several
members of our team, whose commitment helps inspire the next
generation.

6G-VERSUS held its 4th General Assembly in
Bulgaria.

From January 20 to 21, 2026, the project successfully
brought together its partners in Sofia, Bulgaria. The
meeting was an excellent opportunity to align efforts
and prepare for the upcoming initial trials.

Javier Rivas, from ITIS UMA, presented the current
progress of activities within the Spanish Cluster.

ITIS UMA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16_jCz10raI

Lola Burgueno gave a talk at the Google
offices, organized by Malaga-Al, where
she discussed "Low-code, Artificial
Intelligence and the New Era of Software
Development.” The presentation brought

'@'r
i.—-—{ B together nearly 100 professionals from the

; i business sector in Malaga and the
T surrounding area.

ITIS UMA showcased its capabilities and
projects at Transfiere 2026.

During the three-day event, we were present
with our own stand in the Universidad de
Mdlaga areaq, where the team highlighted
ongoing projects and collaboration
opportunities with companies and institutions.

As part of the official program, our director,
Pedro Merino, presented the Institute, its
infrastructures, and main research lines. José
Manuel Garcia Nieto also participated in
various sessions focused on knowledge
transfer experiences driven by the university
sector.

On the second day, Agora Datalab organized
an intensive session designed to connect
cutting-edge technology with the real needs of
industry and the agricultural sector.

ITIS UMA



Upcoming
~ _ _Events and
activities

Zakaria Abdelmoiz Dahi, together with Francisco Chicano
and an international team of researchers, is organizing the
5th edition of the Quantum Optimisation Workshop
(QuantOpt), to be held at GECCO 2026.

5 July 13-14, 2026
? San José, Costa Rica
More info.

4th Edition of QAI Special Session, CEC 2026

Zakaria A. Dahi, Francisco Chicano y Gabriel Luque announce
the 4th edition of the special session “Quantum Artificial
Intelligence (QAI),” which will be held at the IEEE Congress on
Evolutionary Computation (CEC 2026) in Maastricht,
Netherlands, from June 21to 26, 2026.

This special session focuses on the intersection of quantum
computing and artificial intelligence, exploring how quantum
paradigms can enhance optimization, learning, and decision-
making.

More info here

VI edition of the International Conference on Optimization,
Learning Algorithms and Applications (OL2A 2026)

Ismael Navas is the General Chair of the OL2A 2026
conference, which will take place at Ada Byron and will
provide a forum where scientists, researchers, and academics
can exchange and share experiences and research results on
the challenges of optimization and learning methods, as well
as their applications. You can learn more details by clicking
here

ITIS UMA


https://idp.uma.es/adas/SAML2/SSOService.php?SAMLRequest=fVLLTsMwELwj8Q%2BW73m1KkJWE1RAiEgFojblwM1JNonBsY3XaeHvSdNWwAGu49l5rHd%2B9dFJsgWLQquYRn5ICahSV0I1Md3kd94lvUrOz%2BbIO2nYonetWsF7D%2BjIMKmQjQ8x7a1imqNApngHyFzJ1ouHJZv4ITNWO11qSUl6G9OirhpVi7rpCmOkea2aBgppWng1YKRoueSVfis4Jc%2BnWJN9rBSxh1Sh48oNUDi58MKpF87yaMKmMzaNXijJjk7XQh0a%2FBerOJCQ3ed55mVP63wU2IoK7OPAjmmjdSPBL3W3t884otgOcM0lAiULRLBuCHijFfYd2DXYrShhs1rGtHXOIAuC3W7nf8sEPOg77gMGvESajFtlYzH7Y53%2Fx%2BYnW5p8C8%2BDH1LJ8bf2JdLbTEtRfpKFlHp3Y4G7oYGz%2FVDgTtuOu7%2FdIj8aEVF59UhlvUIDpagFVJQEycH191kMx%2FIF&RelayState=https%3A%2F%2Faccounts.google.com%2FCheckCookie%3Fcontinue%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Faccess.workspace.google.com%252FServiceNotAllowed%253Fapplication%253D142495531730%2526source%253Dscrip%2526continue%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fsites.google.com%25252Fview%25252Fquantopt2026%25252Fhome%26osid%3D1%26ifkv%3DASfE1-r8tZCIxIDXLO4Ays0EmV2xzAK7R0JsHzMjJmfnQBlX5RW7ei09c4XpWdULzMvSNMTWonAdIg
https://neo-research-group.github.io/qai-cec2026/
https://ol2a.ipb.pt/ui/#/home

We are pleased to share that our colleague Jamal Toutouh will
participate as a speaker in the General-Purpose Al Systems
Winter School (GPAIS Winter School), an initiative aimed at PhD
students and early-career researchers interested in deepening
their understanding of the fundamentals, applications, and
challenges of General-Purpose Al Systems.

7 February 4-10, 2026
? Sala Pioneras, UGR-AI Building — Universidad de Granada

The Winter School is part of the IAFER project, funded through the
ENIA  University-Business Chairs under the Recovery,
Transformation, and Resilience Plan (Next Generation EU), and is
aligned with the IEEE CIS Task Force on GPAIS.

More information.

EUCNC & 6G Summit

The EUCNC & 6G Summit 2026 will be held from June 2 to 5, 2026, in
Malaga. This leading international event on advanced
communication networks will bring together researchers, industry
leaders, and policymakers to address 5G deployment, 6G research,
and future connectivity technologies. The conference will feature
keynote speeches, technical sessions, workshops, exhibitions, and
numerous networking opportunities.

More information.

ITIS UMA


https://iafer.dasci.es/gpais-winter-school/
https://www.eucnc.eu/

Enrique Dominguez is organizing two major international
conferences in 2026!

IWINAC 2026 - International Conference on Computational
Intelligence and Human-Machine Interfaces.
A global forum where researchers and professionals explore the
latest advances in intelligent computing, computer vision,
machine  learning, human-machine  interaction, and
autonomous systems. This conference brings together
innovative work that pushes the boundaries of technology and
its research applications.

MLCVI4 - International Event on Machine Learning, Computer
Vision, and Applications.
A scientific meeting focused on sharing cutting-edge
developments and applications in machine learning, computer
vision, and artificial intelligence, analyzing both fundamental
challenges and real-world case studies. This conference serves
as a key gathering point for the international academic and
technical community.

Conference details here

Our colleague Ana Maria Barbancho is organizing a conference on
women in science and technology.

This event, organized from Valladolid, will feature an online broadcast
and a debate in Malaga.

7 Tuesday, March 10
® 6:00 PM

?® La Norig, Sala Monda

Free entry until full capacity!

ITIS UMA


http://www.lcc.uma.es/~enriqued/mlcvi4/

UMA has opened the call to participate in the Xl Technological
Challenge under the theme “Engineering Starts with A: Al-Based
Technological Ideas to Improve Astronomical Observations in Urban
Centers.”

This competition aims to encourage creativity and innovative
thinking among students at different educational levels (pre-
university and university), with the goal of proposing realistic
technological solutions to facilitate night sky observation from
densely populated urban areas.

7' Call open until May 4, 2026.
Proposals should describe technological ideas applicable to

improving astronomical observation in areas with light pollution, their
feasibility, and the use (or not) of Al.

More info.

Jamal Toutouh, Gabriel Luque y Diego Pedroza are organizing LODAS
2026.

LODAS 2026 is the Ist International Workshop on Learning and
Optimization for Distributed Al Systems, which will be held alongside
FLICS 2026 in Valencia, Spain, from June 9 to 12, 2026.

Workshop information

Conference website

ITIS UMA


https://www.umadivulga.uma.es/agenda/concurso/ingenieria-se-escribe-con-a-2025-2026/
https://jamaltoutouh.github.io/lodas2026/
https://flics-conference.org/
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